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HOW 

SHOULD I PRONOUNCE? 



CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

It was Dean Swift who said that “ as a 
man is known by his company, so a man’s 
company may be known by his manner of 
expressing himself.” It is evident that in 
the manner of expressing one’s self, any 
peculiarity in the style of pronunciation 
first impresses us, and it is on this account 
especially that pronunciation is important, 
since first impressions are so largely deter- 
mined by it. 

i. Pronunciation Defined. 

In the pronunciation of a word, two 
things are involved : first , the proper 
sounds must be given ; and secondly , the 
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NOW SHOULD I PRONOUNCE? 



used in speech. A person may in a few 
days or weeks learn to articulate with dis- 
tinctness and ease, but he may labor for 
a lifetime, to the exclusion of all other sub- 
jects, upon the pronunciation of his mother- 
tongue without ever attaining perfection. 
The reason for this is simple. Although 
one may be able to produce the sounds 
correctly, he does not necessarily on that 
account know what ones of them to use in 
a given word. To have the ability to 
articulate with clearness and precision the 
forty-two sounds of the English language, 
is one thing ; to know, as a matter of mem- 
ory, in the case of most of the commonly 
used words, which sounds are required, is 
quite a different affair. 

Articulation, then, is a comparatively 
restricted province ; pronunciation is coex- 
tensive with spoken language. It is a sim- 
ple matter to articulate with ease (although 
many people are deficient in this regard) ; 
it is a life’s work to become even good in 
the department of pronunciation. Thus 
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2. Articulation Defined. 

Articulation is the art of giving sepa- 
rately and distinctly the elementary sounds 
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4 HOW SHOULD J PRONOUNCE ? 

we see that skill in articulation is the 
basis of correct pronunciation, since the 
ability to produce clearly and distinctly 
the sounds of any language must of ne- 
cessity precede that of combining them 
into words. 

The word “ accent ” is sometimes used in 
a restricted sense. We often say of a per- 
son who speaks a foreign language with 
fluency, that he has a good accent. By 
this, we mean that the language is used by 
him in a manner approximating that of a 
native, and not merely that he places the 
stress of voice upon those syllables that 
require it. 

Pronunciation, then, or the giving of the 
proper sounds and the stress that the syl- 
lables may require ; articulation, or the 
giving of the separate sounds with clearness 
and precision ; accent in its restricted sense, 
or the qualities of speech that indicate fa- 
miliarity with a foreign tongue, — all of these 
must be carefully distinguished from one 
another. 
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HOW SHOULD I PRONOUNCE? 5 

3. Importance of Correct Pronunciation. 

We are told that, in the days of ancient 
Greece, so critical were the Athenians that 
if an orator mispronounced a single word, 
they immediately hissed him. If, at the 
present day, such a practice were the fash- 
ion, we fear that on many occasions the 
sibilant responses would be almost con- 
tinuous. But since those who employ for- 
mal discourse, however faulty they may be 
in their pronunciation, are generally less 
so than their auditors, no such result need 
be apprehended. 

The accuracy of the citizens of Athens is 
greatly to be admired, but at the same time 
it must be remembered that since their 
written language was more phonetic than 
our own (or, in other words, since each 
sound was more exactly symbolized), it was 
a much simpler affair with them to be ac- 
curate in this art than it is with us. Then 
again, language in those days was mainly 
oral, and hence there was need of greater 
accuracy in pronunciation. 
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The importance of correct pronunciation 
is twofold : first , it marks more clearly than 
any other one thing a person’s general 
social standing ; secondly , it greatly facili- 
tates interchange of thought. 

The first impression made upon a per- 
son’s mind by the presence of a stranger is 
gathered from his personal appearance ; the 
second, from his speech. In spoken lan- 
guage the most conspicuous element is 
pronunciation, and we naturally estimate 
one’s condition, both mental and social, by 
his practice in this regard. If it be careless 
and inaccurate, his general standing is rated 
as low, but if it conforms to the best usatre, 
we credit him with a degree of discipline 
which we infer extends to other departments 
of culture. More important, however, than 
the estimate which it enables us to form of 
individuals, is the aid that a correct and 
uniform system of pronunciation furnishes 
in the interchange of ideas through spoken 
language. 

Language is the means of expressing 
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HO IV SHOULD I PRONOUNCE ? 7 

thought. Any system that may be deter- 
mined upon with a view to the expression 
of ideas is termed language ; but, as ordi- 
narily taken, language is considered to be 
of two kinds only, — spoken and written. 

It is with spoken language only that pro- 
nunciation is concerned. W ords are the 
symbols of ideas, and are intimately associ- 
ated in the mind with them ; indeed, so 
close is this association that nearly all 
thinking is done in the form of language. 
Hence it follows that if the words of a lan- 
guage have a constant mode of utterance, 
that is, are uniformly pronounced, the ideas 
which they represent will be more readily 
apprehended ; but if, on the other hand, a 
word is pronounced in different ways at 
different times, there is always an extra 
mental effort necessary on the part of the 
hearer to associate the word with the 
proper idea, to say nothing of the resulting 
mental distraction caused by the odd pro- 
nunciation. In consequence, there arises 
confusion, for there can be no constancy 
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